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August 2, 2016

Ms. Melody Musante

Zoning Administrator for Stafford County
1300 Courthouse Road, P.O. Box 339
Stafford, Virginia 22553

RE: Zoning Administrator Determination Tax Map 21-54F, 2195 Jeff Davis Hwy.
Dear Ms. Musante:

For this property Tax Map 21 parcel 54F, | am requesting a zoning determination and
interpretation with respect to Stafford County Code Section 28-35, the table of uses and
standards. Specifically, that the B-2 Urban Commercial Zone (a) uses permitted by right which
includes “wholesale business,” permits by right on this parcel the wholesaling of automobiles

which I describe in the next paragraphs.

The conduct of the business, portions of which would occur on the property, 1s as

follows:

a. A vehicle is acquired. These are usually either (i) a vehicle which has been traded-in
at a local retail dealership (for example Leckner Nissan, which is virtually across the
road) or (ii) acquired from one of the auto auctions.

b. Usually the vehicle is brought to the location to enter into inventory; but in rare cases
it would never appear on the premises before being resold.

c. Only vehicles in the owner’s inventory (and not vehicles of the general public) are
cleaned and have very minor service, such as changing the oil or brakes, and very

minor body work or touch-up all of which are ancillary to the principal use.



d. The vehicle is entered into an online inventory which is disseminated to a short list of
local retail dealerships.

e. A vehicle is usually selected by phone call from a retail dealership’s buyer and taken
to the retail dealership by the wholesaler’s staff. It is possible, but very rare, for the
retail dealership’s buyer to come to the premises. If a vehicle is not selected by the
retail dealerships, then it is taken by the wholesaler’s staff to an auto auction.

f. Therefore, customers almost never come to this location. There is no customer traffic,
no retail display, no signage or advertising. There are no retail salesmen or sales
manager. Retail sales largely consist of displaying the vehicles, negotiating sales, and
arranging financing. That requires retail customers to come to a site, park, test drive
vehicles offered for sale, etc. None of that occurs in the wholesale business.

g. Accordingly, the only people on site are normally the owner/manager, someone
cleaning or detailing the owner’s vehicles and doing the minor services ancillary to

preparing them for wholesale.

I am aware there are apparent conflicts in the Stafford County Code, which I am
suggesting should be resolved in favor of the determination that the activity I have described

does fall under a wholesale business and is a use permitted by right.

Here is my thinking:

L. Pertinent County Code Provisions
Sec. 28-25. - Definitions of specific terms... When used in this chapter, the following

terms shall have the meanings herein ascribed to them:

Ancillary use. A use or structure permitted only in conjunction with a principal
use permitted in the same zoning district. ..

Automobile repair. The maintenance, servicing, repair, restoration, or painting of
vehicles. Uses permissible at an automobile repair establishment include those

allowed at automobile service establishments. ..


















